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Rich Tarro, Kenya – Lent 2024 

Nurturing beauty and goodness in the mess of this world  
 

“Start seeing the world for what it really is — dirty, rough, 
tragic and beautiful. It is truly a wonderful mess.” This 
quote by Alan Graham, the founder of Mobile Loaves and 
Fishes, an outreach ministry to homeless people in Texas, 
is advice we often need to be reminded of.  

It often seems like the world is falling apart. But as 
Christians, we know that love has the final word. We can 
see beauty and goodness in the mess of the world if we 
look with the eyes of faith. 

Ruphus is 42 years old and lives with his three children 
on the street, albeit in a space enclosed by makeshift 
walls that he put up. Jeremiah is 8 years old and in 
second grade, Margaret is 5 and in preprimary school, 
and Geoffrey is 2 ½. Ruphus works part time (a few 
nights a week) with a security firm but only earns about 
$40 a month — hardly enough to support a family. 

Ruphus got married 10 years ago to a divorced woman with four kids. He built a two-room house for his 
family and started a wholesale business selling charcoal. Ruphus and his wife proceeded to have three 
children of their own — Jeremiah, Margaret and Geoffrey. The charcoal business was doing well, and Ruphus 
was able to comfortably support his wife and the seven children. Life was pretty good, or so it seemed. 

Ruphus often had to work at night, traveling upcountry to buy charcoal in bulk for his wholesale business. 
Ruphus’s wife began cheating on him with her ex-husband. Eventually Ruphus found out, and his wife left 

him and their three children to go back to her former husband. She sent 
the four kids from her first marriage to her rural home to live with her 
mother. The wife and the former husband have not been heard from since. 

In August 2023 Kenya Pipeline, which is a state corporation, claimed that 
most of the land where Ruphus had built the house belonged to them. 
Ruphus had no means to contest the claim, so Kenya Pipeline proceeded to 
take the land where the house was located, to install pipes to transport oil 
from the Port of Mombasa. The family’s house was demolished without 
any compensation, and Ruphus and the three children were left homeless.  

The family now lives on the side of the road, right behind where the house 
used to be located. Ruphus constructed a temporary wall out of 
corrugated steel and partial roof out of plastic to enclose the space where 
the family lives. But it is not a strong structure and only partially covered. 
When it rains, the family has little protection. Ruphus and the children 
sleep on plastic spread on the ground. 

Inside the family’s temporary structure  

Jeremiah, Margaret, Geoffrey and Ruphus  

http://www.mklm.org/


 
 

 
Thank you for supporting both my HOPE Project ministry and the Missioner Sustenance Fund  

that helps to keep me and my fellow lay missioners in mission. 
 
  YES, I would like to make a gift of $______ to support Rich’s ministry and sustenance.  

  I wish to make this a recurring gift:  Monthly  Quarterly  Annually 
 

 Enclosed is my check made payable to Maryknoll Lay Missioners; the memo is Rich Tarro.  

 

 Please charge my credit card:    Visa      Master Card      Discover      AMEX 
 

 

Card Number____________________________________ Exp. Date_____________________ 
 
E-mail address________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cardholder’s name (please print) _________________________________________________ 
 
Cardholder’s signature _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

As a thank you for being a 
friend of Maryknoll Lay 

Missioners, we are  
delighted to offer you an 

opportunity to create your 
legal will. It’s 100% free to 

you, and most people finish 
in 20 minutes or less. Visit 

freewill.com/mklm. 
 

Maryknoll Lay Missioners is 
a 501(c) (3) nonprofit 

organization. 

Jeremiah and Margaret did not attend school in 2023 as Ruphus 
had no means to pay for them to be in school. They are both now 
a grade behind from where they should be.  

The HOPE Project began supporting Jeremiah and Margaret in 
school in January, and we also help the family with food. 

Ruphus continues to work a few nights a week for the security 
company. He prepares food for the children for dinner before he 
departs for work. Jeremiah locks himself, Margaret, and Geoffrey 
behind the makeshift wall when Ruphus leaves for work.  

Jeremiah wakes Margaret in the morning and helps her get ready 
for school. Because the children are not old enough to light the 
propane burner that the family uses for cooking, Jeremiah feeds 
Margaret and Geoffrey cold leftovers for breakfast.  

Ruphus returns from work just in time for Jeremiah and Margaret to leave for school. They walk to school 
on their own — a 30-minute walk — and Ruphus stays home to take care of Geoffrey. 

We are so happy to be supporting Jeremiah and Margaret in school. Jeremiah loves football and makes toy 
cars out of boxes and bottle caps. Margaret loves playing with dolls that she makes out of items that she 
finds and pretends to “cook” using bottles and other materials as cooking utensils. 

Despite being homeless, Ruphus and his family are happy and doing well — especially with Jeremiah and 
Margaret now in school. Our hope is to build a house for the family and provide them with beds and 

mattresses. No one should have to live on the street and 
sleep on the ground, especially children. 

The world is indeed dirty, rough and tragic, but it is also 
beautiful, especially in the light of God’s love for us and our 
love for each other.  

Please consider financially supporting our work to improve 
the lives of families like Ruphus, Jeremiah, Margaret, and 
Geoffrey. 

God is good! 

P.S.: We created a short video that takes you to Ruphus’s 
family’s living space. Watch at tinyurl.com/RuphusFamily. 

 

 
Please support our HOPE Project. To donate by MAIL, return the bottom portion of this letter 
with your payment in the envelope. You can donate ONLINE at mklm.org/donation-rich-tarro 
or scan the code at right. 

I invite you to walk with me as a “COMPANION IN MISSION.” For more info, visit 
mklm.org/become-a-companion-in-mission.  

More about HOPE Project at mklm.org/tag/rich-tarro/, HOPEgivesHOPE.com, or 
facebook.com/rich.tarro. 

 

 

The inside of the structure   

Ruphus and Geoffrey outside their house   

https://www.freewill.com/mklm
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/g3jZQBWLmTk
https://mklm.org/donation-rich-tarro/
https://mklm.org/become-a-companion-in-mission/
https://mklm.org/tag/rich-tarro/
https://hopegiveshope.com/

